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REVEREND MIKE LOUIA 
Senior Pastor 

prmike@firstlutheranec.org 

“So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to any-
one, for they were afraid.” (Mark 16:8, NRSV) 

Afraid? Really? Here Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James 
and Salome stand at the empty tomb. God’s messenger has just told 
them the best news they could have ever heard: their teacher, their 
Messiah, God’s Son the Beloved, Jesus himself, although dead three 
days ago is now very much alive, and similar to Jesus’ behavior pre-
death and resurrection in the Gospel of Mark, is on the go again, 
headed out to Galilee where he awaits their joining him. And yet, 
even as the Marys and Salome might have hoped they would have 
acted differently, “they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.” 

Mark’s words that form the original ending of Mark’s Gospel narrative 
seem very appropriate to us Christ-followers living in the shadow of 
the cross and the empty tomb in 2018.  Throughout God’s world, in congregations and their adjoining neighbor-
hoods, towns, cities, metroplexes and nations across all continents, our lives seem to be overwhelmingly ruled by 
fear. Anxieties are at an all-time high. For many, it’s impossible for hope that might try and pierce the chaos that re-
sults when anxiety and fear rule our lives to make a dent in the armor that we have used to surround ourselves, from 
all that surrounds us. 

So, what are we to do? Say nothing to anyone for we are afraid?  I think not. 

We are, in faith, people of God from whom we receive all the hope that we can ever be given. We are, in faith, peo-
ple of the light which the darkness cannot overcome. We are, in faith, people of the resurrection who, just as the 
Marys and Salome were told, are called to follow Jesus who has already gone before us. 

Instead of letting the fear we face paralyze us, let’s live into resurrection hope!  Let’s be people of God who live into 
the reality that because Christ is Risen! He is Risen indeed! The world is different.  Let’s be people of God called to 
spread that message in all the areas of our lives in which we see people suffering, in which we experience people 
who have no hope, in situations where we witness injustice and racism, and all those other evils in the world that 
cause us to be fearful and anxious. 

As we stare fear and anxiety in the face, let’s be people of God gathered into a community that supports one anoth-
er, that grieves with one another, and that celebrates with one another the hope of resurrection shown to us through 
our Risen Savior: Jesus himself! 

See you Sunday! 

Pastor Mike 

THE FINAL RESULTS ARE IN!!! 

A heartfelt thank you to everyone who participated in our 
special offering for the benefit of our fellow disciples in the 
Caribbean Synod. We received a total of  $22,417 which 
we have already forwarded to our synod office. 

This offering was combined with offerings from congrega-
tions across our synod, and forwarded to the Caribbean 
Synod during Holy Week. Again, many thanks for living into 
God’s overflowing abundance and generosity! 

God is GOOD!  ALL the time! 

mailto:prmike@firstlutheranec.org
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Introducing… BELOVED COMMUNITY 

Once again, God is making things new at First Lutheran! Beginning on  

Saturday, April 7, we are giving birth to Beloved Community, a Synodically 

Authorized Worshipping Community (SAWC) that offers multicultural wor-

ship. Gathering time is at 5:00 p.m. which allows for fellowship time and 

singing songs of praise. Worship begins at 5:30 p.m. followed by dinner. 

Being a SAWC indicates that this “experiment” will receive funding from 

the ELCA and the DE-MD Synod for three years. Beloved Community 

grew out of First Lutheran’s work this past year in discerning and  

providing alternative worship opportunities and partnership with Global 

Peace Lutheran Fellowship (GPLF), which held two worship/fellowship 

gatherings at First Lutheran in 2017.  For First Lutheran, it is a wonderful 

opportunity to provide a different kind of worship that reflects the diversity 

of the neighborhood in which we are located. 

 
In a meeting on Monday, February 19, 2018, Assistant to the Bishop Rev. 

Amasalu Geleta, GPLF Mission Developer, Rev. Surekha Nelavala, and 

Pastor Gigie Sijera-Grant met to discuss the implementation of this 

“experiment.” As Mission Developer, Pastor Surekha will plan and design the worship bulletins, lead bible study, 

and visit those who become part of Beloved Community. First Lutheran through Pastor Gigie will be responsible for 

printing the bulletins, publicizing events through fliers/brochures and social media, and providing the space 

(Fellowship Center) for the gatherings. Pastor Surekha and Pastor Gigie will work together in leading worship. 

 
Beloved Community will be meeting for multicultural worship and fellowship every first Saturday of the month 
(except July 2018). The inaugural event on April 7 will be videotaped by the Synod and will be attended by Bishop 
Bill Gohl and A2B Amsalu Geleta. Members of First Lutheran are invited to participate in this new opportunity to 
worship and fellowship with our neighbor.  

REVEREND GIGIE SIJERA-GRANT 
Pastor 

ggrant@firstlutheranec.org 

CREATION CARE MINISTRY UPDATE 

The Creation Care Ministry is grateful to those who have participated in the Textile Recycling project. The blue bin 

located in the church’s lower front parking lot has been picked up several times already… full of textiles to reduce, 

reuse and recycle.  Funds received for every 400 pounds collected will go to Project PLASE.  The bin has been so 

well received that we have made plans to request to keep it indefinitely.  So, keep bringing your stuff! 

With spring and planting season coming, we will also be looking into our next project of planting a butterfly garden. 

No decisions about the location and plant selection have been made yet.  Therefore, be sure to check your Parish 

Notices weekly for details to come.    

In the meantime, if you have a project in mind that might fit into the realm of the Creation Care or Stewardship minis-
tries, please share it with Cathy Rice (cprpenpal@gmail.com) or Susan Garde (susangarde09@comcast.net). 

mailto:ggrant@firstlutheranec.org
mailto:cprpenpal@gmail.com
mailto:susangarde09@comcast.net
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People who know of my love of hymns often ask me to name my favorite hymn. 

I usually answer, “it changes.” A hymn that is well written and is a good fit for when and where and by whom it 

will be sung is my favorite at that moment. Similarly, pastor and hymn scholar Erik Routley once commented, “A 

hymn is not really a good hymn until it has been well written, well-chosen, and well sung.” 

The three pillars of hymn-singing then are the 1) writers, 2) the choosers, and 3) the singers. The hymnwriters 

(both the poet and the composer) are listed in the small print below each hymn in the hymnal. The singers are all 

of you who lift up your voices in worship. That leaves the choosers. Just who chooses the hymns and liturgical 

music for our Sunday services here at FELC?  

Under the auspices of our Worship and Music Committee, our Wor-

ship Planning Committee is made up of Jenne Burnham, Kim 

Kearns, Tom Brzezinski, Wayne Wold, and Pastors Mike and Gi-

gie. Meeting several weeks in advance of each season, this group 

spends several hours making the selections. Homework is required—

each member is expected to study the readings for each Sunday, to 

spend time with the list of suggestions provided by several resources, 

and to page through our main hymnal, the ELW, and several supple-

ments to come up with ideas. We strive for balance in our choices, 

always making sure to include at least one heritage hymn (such as 

chorales and other historic treasures) and at least one hymn/song 

that comes from outside the European Lutheran tradition (such as spirituals, Gospel, Latin, African, Asian, or 

hymns from various folk traditions). And we balance well-known hymns with those that are lesser-known and 

brand new. We take into consideration the specific spot in the liturgy where each hymn will be placed. For exam-

ple, a good hymn for the Gathering will not often work well at the Sending; a Hymn of the Day is chosen especial-

ly to continue and respond to the themes of the Scripture readings and sermon; hymns sung during communion 

have a different focus from the hymns at other points in the liturgy. And we choose the musical settings of the 

various parts of the sung liturgy—the historic Kyrie, Gloria or Worthy Is Christ, Sanctus, and Agnus Dei, in addi-

tion to Gospel acclamations, psalm tones, and music for intercessory prayers and the presentation of gifts. As 

with the hymns, we strive to balance the old with new and to match the overall mood of the liturgical music with 

the season. In addition, we keep track of when each hymn is sung throughout the year, so that the most solid and 

meaningful hymns are repeated often enough to remain familiar to each new generation.  

I hope you will continue to appreciate the writers and the choosers of our hymns, but especially I encourage you 

to be enthusiastic about the singers of these great treasures—you!  

Our choir rehearsals continue:  

• Jubilate Handbells - Mondays at 7:30 p.m. - Sanctuary 

• Children’s Choir - Sundays at 9:00 a.m. - Education Building 

• Adult/Teen Choir - Thursdays at 7:30 p.m. - Choir Room 

 

Keep singing!  

Wayne 

 

 

 

mailto:wayne@firstlutheranec.org


VBS 2018 is Coming!  
See page 14 for the details of this year’s rip-roaring  

Vacation Bible Study (June 18-22). 
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LAUREN GRAY  
Director of Children & Youth Ministries 

Lauren@firstlutheranec.org 

Blessings!  ~ Lauren Gray  

Children & Youth Ministries Calendar Highlights 
 

• March 31    Easter Egg Hunt    

• April 13-15 Transformers Middle School Synod Retreat 

•  April 22    Herbert M. Payne Scholarship Applications Due  

• April 29  Youth Sunday 

EASTER EGG HUNT - NEW DATE & TIME | MARCH 31  

Don’t forget! This year’s Easter egg hunt is on Saturday, March 31 at 12:00 p.m.! Meet us on the front lawn for 

our annual egg hunt.  Lunch will also be provided!  
 

TRANSFORMERS MIDDLE SCHOOL RETREAT | APRIL 13-15 

Each year a few of our middle school youth have the opportunity to participate in our synod’s Transformers Re-
treat. The retreat focuses on leadership in the church and community, and encourages others to become leaders 
as they make their way into high school.  
 
HERBERT M. PAYNE SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS DUE | APRIL 22 
Applications for the Payne Scholarship are due on Sunday, April 22. This scholarship grants funds to a member 

of our congregation who will be seeking higher education for their future after they finish high school. It always 

becomes a tough decision to choose only one recipient for this scholarship, as the candidates are always so 

qualified. Applications should be given to Lauren Gray, Director of Children & Youth Ministries.  Good luck!  

 
YOUTH SUNDAY | APRIL 29 
Join us in worship on Sunday, April 29 for Youth Sunday! Our 
youth will be leading both worship services; covering all as-
pects of service as greeters, ushers, acolytes, assisting minis-
ters, and music leaders! Please join us after each service for 
coffee and treats in the Fellowship Center.  

WELCA ANNUAL WOMEN’S RETREAT | APRIL 21  

The Women of First Lutheran will gather for their annual retreat on Saturday, April 21 at the Shrine of St. Antho-
ny in Ellicott City from 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  It is always a special day spent with Sisters-In-Christ connecting, 
laughing, learning, and growing in their relationships with Jesus and one another.  This year's program is 'Faith 
at the Edges: Surprising stories of New Testament women on the Margins' presented by Jennifer McNeel.  God 
often works through those at the margins.  At the time the Bible was written, women were among those regularly 
marginalized by their culture.  The stories of women in the New Testament have a lot to teach us about what it 
means to follow Jesus.   

The cost of the retreat is $55 per person, which includes breakfast and lunch.  Registration and payment are 
due Sunday, April 15 at the WELCA table in the narthex on Sunday mornings March 25, April 8, and April 15. 
See page15, or the weekly e-letter (Quick Links) for more details and a registration form. 

mailto:Lauren@firstlutheranec.org
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Sign up today! 
Please complete a camp application located on page 16, and the weekly e-letter 

under Quick Links, and return with payment  to the Preschool Office. 
 

 
410-465-5977 |  (flcpreschool@firstlutheranec.org) 

2018 PRESCHOOL SUMMER 
CAMP 

Ages 3-5 years! 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Week 1: June 4-8 | Blast Off! Space Camp  

Monday-Friday (9:30 AM-12:00 PM) 
$110 early bird price 

$130 after May 1 
We will explore the moon, stars, sun and planets as we become  

astronauts and soar into outer space! 
 

Week 2: June 11-15 | Let’s Go to the Zoo  
Monday-Friday (9:30 AM-12:00 PM) 

$110 early bird price 
$130 after May 1 

We will use this week to become zookeepers, learn about zoo     
animals and their natural habitats, build zoo enclosures and more! 

* Refunds will only be provided if First Lutheran Preschool cancels a camp due to low enrollment. 

Grief Support Classes Coming - Tuesdays in May at 7 PM  

“There is a light in the world, a healing spirit, more pow-

erful than any darkness we may encounter.  We some-

times lose sight of this force, when there is so much suf-

fering, too much pain.  Then suddenly, the Spirit will 

emerge through the lives of ordinary people who care and 

answer in extraordinary ways.” – Mother Theresa  

Losses come in different forms – the death of a loved one, divorce, leaving home, changing 

jobs, broken friendships, or life transitions.  Grief is a normal response to loss. This class offers 

insights and tools to understand and cope with grief and loss, facilitated by compassionate Ste-

phen Ministers. It gives participants permission to grieve in a supportive, healing environment 

as they open up to opportunities for change, growth and new insight.   

Grief Support Class will meet on May 1, 8, 15, 22, & 29, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. in the church Li-

brary. To register, please complete a registration form located on page 17, and the weekly e-

letter under Quick Links. Forms can be delivered to, mailed, e-mailed or faxed to the attention 

of Pastor Gigie Sijera-Grant (ggrant@firstlutheranec.org). 

mailto:flcpreschool@firstlutheranec.org
mailto:%20ggrant@firstlutheranec.org
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ACTIVITIES & EVENTS 

Alaska Sojourn - A Special Presentation During G.I.F.T 
By Paul & Virginia Berg | April 15 

Have you ever seen a Kuspuk?  Where is the largest remaining region on 

earth where indigenous people still rely on subsistence (fishing, hunting, 

and gathering)?  Which state in the United States is experiencing statewide 

“food insecurity”?  What geographic region holds the world record for im-

prisoning the largest percentage of indigenous males?  And did you know 

that several Lutheran synods, including ELCA, have been in the forefront of bringing the Good 

News to this region of the earth?  If not, come and see Alaska Sojourn, the story of Paul and 

Virginia Berg’s 40 year-long adventure 

in Alaska.   

In regions of the world were the popula-

tion is small, people tend to take on a 

variety of roles.  For Paul, this has in-

cluded being a volunteer mission teach-

er, EMT, University of Alaska professor, 

public school teacher, state constable, 

professional fishing guide, cross-cultural 

specialist, and “advocate” (lobbyist) for 

the Tlingit people.  Paul also has an ex-

tensive background with training and 

escorting Lutheran teams into the 

homeland of the Yupik people (subarctic Eskimo) in the Yukon/Kuskokwim Delta. 

Paul and Virginia Berg are members of First Lutheran Church who moved to Ellicott City in Oc-

tober of 2014.  This past spring Paul was commissioned by the church before he left to spend the 

summer working among the Yupik and Tlingit people.   

This entertaining presentation is filled with humor, joy and faith in the ultimate triumph of justice 
and truth.  Come and join us on Sunday, April 15 at 9:15 in the Library during the Growing in 
Faith (GIFT) class.  

WELCA POTLUCK DINNER 

JUNE 4, 2018 - 6 PM 

ALL WOMEN ARE  

INVITED!  

STAY TUNED FOR MORE  

DETAILS! 



7 

 

UPDATE | ALWAYS BEING MADE NEW CAMPAIGN 

Thank you for your continued support of leadership ministries across our synod, and our ELCA as you have been par-
ticipating in the Always Being Made New Campaign. As of March 7, 2018, you have made offerings totaling $1,712 in 
support of these ministries. 

Beginning in April and continuing through June, your Always Being Made New offerings will go towards hunger minis-
tries across the church. Our goal is $8,000 (representing approximately $5 per baptized member of the congregation). 
To get us started, we have already collected $725 towards our Hunger Ministry Offering.  

You are invited to participate by making an offering using any of the following methods: 

1. Regular Offering  

2. Special Envelope (located in your envelope packet) 

3. Always Being Made New Envelope (located in the pew racks)  

4. Online Giving Platform* 

 
Your participation, in whatever way your feel called to participate, is appreciated! 

*To use this service, you can access the Give option on our website, our App (for mobile devices), or 
simply text “firstlutheranec” to 77977. You’ll receive a link to our giving app and can make your designated 
offering by selecting the ELCA Campaign option.  Please be aware that Msg & Data rates may apply.    
For full Terms & Conditions please visit https://pushpay.com/terms.  For the Privacy Policy please visit 

https://pushpay.com/privacy. For help reply HELP or STOP to cancel.  

 

NOISY OFFERING… IT’S BACK!!! 

Once again, we are participating on our synod’s pre-assembly 
Noisy Offering.  

On Sunday, April 29, bring all your change (folding bills and check 
acceptable too, if you’d like) to make your ‘noisy’ offering. In past 
years, our noisy offering has been upwards of $2,000. Let’s see if 
we can raise the bar and increase that offering this year.  

The Noisy Offering collected will be combined with offerings from 
congregations across our Delaware-Maryland Synod, and be sent 
to the ELCA World Hunger to support the hunger ministries of that 
arm of the church. 

https://pushpay.com/terms
https://pushpay.com/privacy
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Won’t You Be My Neighbor - Part 2 
As we build our partnership with two neighborhood schools, we see 
increased traction at Veterans Elementary School (VES), a very large 
school with multiple needs. Of the elementary schools in Ellicott City, 
VES has the most students (about 200) who need Free/Reduced 
Cost Meals.  They also have over 100 students from a variety of  cul-
tures learning to speak, read and write in English.  These children and their families are dealing with many chal-
lenges. 
 
The LEAD team has gotten to know several members of the VES staff, and they recognize that they can contact 
their friends at First Lutheran, who will listen and partner with them to the best of our ability. 
 
We are currently working on two projects directly with VES students: 

• Tutoring 5th graders in math – a structured 6-week program that helps students better prepare for middle 
school.  (Detailed information about this project is available in the weekly e-letter/parish notices.) 

• Leading a group of students through The 7 Habits of Happy Kids, by Sean Covey – a book which teaches 
young children positive habits that will help them be better students.   

 
We are very grateful to our two FLC members already involved in these projects.  If you have an interest in get-
ting more involved in our school partnership, please contact any member of the LEAD team (listed below). We 
continue to thank God for the Spirit moving among us! 
 
 

Pastor Mike     Pastor Gigie     Joanna Casto     George Conklin     Cathy Rice     Jay Zumbrun 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS & SPONSORS ARE “VIPS” TO FIRST!  
Worship Assistants and Sponsors (flowers, bulletins and communion elements) are all “VIPS,” a 
very important part of worship that is needed year-round.  Therefore, please check the Dedication 
Sign-up Calendar on the bulletin board outside the church office workroom regularly for available 
dates for sponsorship opportunities. Complete the green dedication form located on the board at-
tached with your payment. Payments can be placed in the wooden mailbox on the bulletin board, 
offering plate or mailed to the office.  

  
If you are interested, and able to serve as an assistant during worship services, please go to the 
Sign-up Genius (http://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0c4aaba92aa46-worship) regularly to find 
opportunities to use your God-given time and talents for His church and disciples in this ministry.    

  
Thanks in advance for your generosity and continued support!  

 

MOVING OR RELOCATING? 
Moving out of the state? Retiring and looking for warmer temps? Closer to the grand-kids? Got a 

new job? Or any other plans to move out of the area? First of all, we’re going to miss you!  Just as 
you have been a blessing to this congregation and community, we’d love to bless you and your 

family with a hearty Farewell and Godspeed as you go forth and continue to be a blessing to oth-
ers, through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, in your new home town. So, please be sure to con-

tact the church office by phone or e-mail and let us know - before you go.  

MISSED A SUNDAY SERMON?  

Audio sermons are available on Facebook, Twitter, the website    

and APP. Sermons from 1-2 months back can also be found on 

SoundCloud. Manuscript copies can be found in the Information    

Center and on the weekly e-letter.  

mailto:http://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0c4aaba92aa46-worship
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HOLY WEEK & EASTER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

• Palm/Passion Sunday: March 25, Worship at 8:00 & 
10:30 a.m. 

• Midweek Worship, Wednesday, March 28 at 7:00 p.m. 

 Fellowship starts at 6:30 p.m. 

• Maundy Thursday, March 29, 11:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m. 

• Good Friday, March 30, 11:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m. 

• Easter Services: April 1, 7:00, 9:00 & 11:00 a.m.  
 
GERMAN FEAST & ORGAN FUNDRAISER (ZION LUTHERAN) | MARCH 24 
On Sunday, March 24 from 5-7 p.m., Zion Lutheran Church (400 E Lexington Street, Baltimore, MD 
21202) will host a fundraiser dinner featuring a traditional German feast to support the church's organ 
fund. Tickets are $50/person and include dinner and a complimentary glass of wine or beer; advance 
purchase is required. There will be a free concert beforehand at 4 p.m.  For more information, refer to 
the flyer - (https://gallery.mailchimp.com/0d270f5f756eaf3850a28b8c5/files/40fb6104-818d-4cd4-b5b1
-66ddbec8d79c/022718Zion.pdf) 
 
MARCH FOR OUR LIVES | MARCH 24 
Saturday, March 24 at 12 p.m., the March for our Lives will be held in Washington, D.C. This march is 
organized by students from across the country who seek to end gun violence and increase safety in 
schools. 
 
KENYA CONNECT 5K | MARCH 24 
Kenya Connect, a Maryland based non-profit and outreach partner to St. John’s, is holding a 5k Run/
Walk on Saturday, March 24 at 9:00 a.m. in Ellicott City.  The race will begin and end at St. John’s and 
run through the Dunloggin neighborhoods.  Parishioners from First Lutheran have been invited to join 
them in this fun race supporting education for students in rural Kenya. More details including registra-
tion can be found at (http://www.kenyaconnect.org/). 
 
SPRING VOLUNTEER WORKDAYS AT FIRST | MARCH 26 & 27 
The Property Committee is looking for spring cleaning volunteers on Monday, March 26 and Tuesday, 
March 27 from 9:00 a.m. until about 12:00 noon.  They need help deep cleaning the sanctuary and mis-
cellaneous grounds tasks, weather permitting.  Volunteers are essential; please consider showing up by 
9:00 a.m. in the sanctuary to help.  Contact:  Rich Funke (rhfunke@aol.com) or 410-992-8015. 
 
MIDWEEK WORSHIP SERVICE RETURNS | MARCH 28 
On March 28, we will return to our regular Wednesday schedule.  Fellowship at 6:30 p.m., followed by 
Worship at 7:00 p.m.  Both in the Fellowship Center.   
 
BELOVED COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP & WORSHIP | APRIL 7  
Join us for Beloved Community on Saturday, April 7 at 5:00 p.m. for multicultural fellowship and wor-
ship (5:30 p.m.); followed by dinner.  Everyone is invited! Contact: Pastor Gigie Sijera-Grant 
(ggrant@firstlutheranec.org) 
 

 
 

https://gallery.mailchimp.com/0d270f5f756eaf3850a28b8c5/files/40fb6104-818d-4cd4-b5b1-66ddbec8d79c/022718Zion.pdf
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/0d270f5f756eaf3850a28b8c5/files/40fb6104-818d-4cd4-b5b1-66ddbec8d79c/022718Zion.pdf
https://demdsynod.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0d270f5f756eaf3850a28b8c5&id=6df1e31443&e=bdd2e0bc52
http://www.kenyaconnect.org/
file:///E:/Backup%202.5.18%20-%20FELC/Parish%20Notices%20-%20Online/March%2025,%202018/rhfunke@aol.com
mailto:ggrant@firstlutheranec.org
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MARCH TO END RACISM | APRIL 4 
Wednesday, April 4, the National Council of Churches will host a Rally to End Racism, also in Wash-
ington, D.C. There will be a silent prayer walk to the National Mall from 7-8 a.m., an interfaith ser-
vice from 8-9 a.m., and a rally from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton will be pre-
sent at this march. 

 
WELCA BOARD MEETING (PARLOR) | APRIL 9 | 1 PM 
 
MARTHA CIRCLE MEETING | APRIL 10 
Martha Circle, April 10 at 10:00 a.m.  The program will be presented by Charlotte Wallich. Re-
freshments by Joan Burns. Contact: Anna Marie Howser (410-290-1040).  Meetings are held in 
the Youth Room and all women of the church are invited! 
 
FAITH & FILM SERIES - WONDER | APRIL 13 
Bring the entire family for the movie Wonder on April 13; appropriate for everyone middle school 
age and older. Free, open to the community, and shown in closed captions.  The movie starts at 
7:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Center, bistro-style and with refreshments. 
 
GRASSROOTS DAY RESOURCE CENTER MEAL PREP & SERVE DAY | APRIL 16  
(https://calendar.churchart.com/calendar/73897365/event/263594772/2018-04-16) 
 
REBECCA CIRCLE MEETING | APRIL 19 
Rebecca Circle, April 19 at 1:00 p.m. Program: Women saints of the modern era series.  Hostess: 
Andrea Gruhl. Contacts:  Nancy Galloway (410-465-2790) Sandy Funke (410-992-8015).  
Meetings are held in the Youth Room and all women of the church are invited! 
 
NEW BIBLE STUDY AT MILLER’S GRANT | APRIL 19 
MILLER’s GRANT new bible study starts April 19, a 12-week study of the Gospel of Luke. Classes 
will meet each Thursday from 10:30 a.m. to noon in the Learning Center. If you would like to par-
ticipate, please contact Jim McDonald at (jimmymac4747@aol.com) or (443)776-3433 by April 10. 
 
ANNUAL TRIVIA NIGHT FUNDRAISER | APRIL 21 
On Saturday, April 21, the Baltimore Lutheran Campus Ministry will host their annual trivia night 
fundraiser from 6-8:30 p.m. at Epiphany Lutheran Church (4301 Raspe Avenue, Baltimore, MD 
21206). Bring a team of up to eight players for a fun night of tacos, trivia, and a silent auction. The 
cost is $20 per person and $10 for childcare ($2 for additional children).  Register at 
(BaltimoreLutheranCampusMinistry.org) or call Pastor Laura at (443) 543-6965. Event flyer - 
(https://gallery.mailchimp.com/0d270f5f756eaf3850a28b8c5/files/da9f23fd-d90f-4c53-bceb-
2f8251e70e7b/030618Trivia.pdf). 
 
REVEREND HERBERT M. PAYNE SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS DEADLINE | APRIL 22 
Applications for the Reverend Herbert M. Payne Scholarship for high school seniors are now availa-
ble in the church office.  Applications are due by Sunday, April 22, 2018.  Contact: Lauren Gray, 
Director of Children & Youth Ministries, (lauren@firstlutheranec.org). 
 
EXPERIENCING THE GOSPEL OF MARK: TELLING THE STORY | APRIL 24 
Mar-Lu-Ridge (3200 Mar Lu Ridge Road, Jefferson, MD 21755) will be hosting a new MountainTop-

ics session titled "Experiencing the Gospel of Mark: Telling the Story." All are welcome to join 

the Rev. Dr. Mark Vitalis Hoffman on Tuesday, April 24 from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. at the Potomac Lodge. 

The cost is $25 and includes a hot lunch. Please RSVP by e-mail to mlr@mar-lu-ridge.org or by 

calling 800-238-9974.  Link to flyer - (https://allery.mailchimp.com/0d270f5f756eaf3850a28b8c5/

images/3d2a1877-36ac-42c8-b127-00dd298ae076.jpg  

SEMI-ANNUAL FREDERICK ROAD CLEAN-UP | MAY 5 
Our semi-annual clean-up, three miles of Frederick Road, for which we are responsible will take 
place on Saturday, May 5 from 9-11 a.m.  Volunteers are needed. This is a great high school com-
munity service project for credit, in addition to just being a good thing to do.  Note: Howard Coun-
ty written parental consent for youth under 18 years old to participate. If able to help, please sign 
up on the bulletin board in the Narthex/Lobby.  Contact: Rich Funke (rhfunke@aol.com), (410)
992-8015.  

https://demdsynod.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0d270f5f756eaf3850a28b8c5&id=7efb10c5c6&e=bdd2e0bc52
https://calendar.churchart.com/calendar/73897365/event/263594772/2018-04-16
mailto:jimmymac4747@aol.com
file:///E:/Backup%202.5.18%20-%20FELC/Parish%20Notices%20-%20Online/March%2011,%202018/BaltimoreLutheranCampusMinistry.org
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/0d270f5f756eaf3850a28b8c5/files/da9f23fd-d90f-4c53-bceb-2f8251e70e7b/030618Trivia.pdf
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/0d270f5f756eaf3850a28b8c5/files/da9f23fd-d90f-4c53-bceb-2f8251e70e7b/030618Trivia.pdf
mailto:lauren@firstlutheranec.org
https://demdsynod.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0d270f5f756eaf3850a28b8c5&id=412f1d0bc6&e=bdd2e0bc52
mailto:mlr@mar-lu-ridge.org
tel:800-238-9974
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/0d270f5f756eaf3850a28b8c5/images/3d2a1877-36ac-42c8-b127-00dd298ae076.jpg
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/0d270f5f756eaf3850a28b8c5/images/3d2a1877-36ac-42c8-b127-00dd298ae076.jpg
mailto:rhfunke@aol.com
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  3 of 3 

For details on these upcoming and future events taking place in and around First Lutheran, visit the Information Center 

in the church lobby/narthex,  church online calendar (https://calendar.churchart.com/calendar/73897365), and/or check 

your e-mail each week for This Week at First, our weekly e-letter.  
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WEDNESDAY EVENING WORSHIP RESUMES | MARCH 28 
We will resume our regular weekly midweek worship service starting Wednesday, March 28.  Lights refresh-
ments and fellowship begin at 6:30 PM, followed by worship at 7:00 PM. God’s mid-week reprieve has been and 
will continue to be a blessing as we gather midweek to be fed—body & soul.  We continuously thank God for 
calling us together during this time, as well as for those of you that have answered His call to worship with us 
midweek. 

FEED THE BODY       ~         FEED THE SOUL        

FELLOWSHIP WITH FOOD, WINE & MUSIC | JUNE 15 
 

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND!  Mark your calendar for an evening at Black An-
kle Vineyards, Maryland’s premier estate winery, located in the beautiful rolling hills of 
Frederick County.  
 
The Fellowship Committee invites all members and guests to join an evening of food, 

wine, fellowship and music on Friday, June 15 anytime from 5:00 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.  

Wine tasting is $16 per person for 5 samples, and is payable at the vineyards.  Addi-

tional bottles of wine can be purchased.  Everyone is encouraged to bring a light dinner 

for themselves.  Small plates of cheese, bread and other items are available for purchase at the vineyard.  Don’t 

forget to bring lawn chairs to sit, relax and enjoy the music.  Please note that in accordance with Maryland State 

law, no other alcohol can be brought onto the premises. 

We kindly request RSVPs to Debbie Newell at (DebWNewell@aol.com), for advance planning.  For directions 

and more information on the winery, visit their website (https://www.blackankle.com/). 

 

A ROAD TRIP TO LANCASTER, PA FOR A SHOW & LUNCH | JULY 25 

We are organizing a bus trip the Sight & Sound Theatres in 

Lancaster, PA to see JESUS, an "action-packed musical stage 

adventure that takes you on a miraculous journey alongside 

the most famous person ever to walk the earth, and the every-

day people whose lives he changed forever." 

We plan to leave at 8 a.m. from the First Lutheran parking lot, 
attend the 11 a.m. show, have a late lunch, and be back 
around 6 p.m.  

Once plans have been finalized, there will be a sign-up sheet in 
the Information Center.  Stay tuned for more details to come 
in the church’s communications. 

https://calendar.churchart.com/calendar/73897365/month/2018-01-01
https://calendar.churchart.com/calendar/73897365
mailto:DebWNewell@aol.com
mailto:https://www.blackankle.com/
mailto:https://www.sight-sound.com/


12 

MEMORIAL GIFT FUNDS 
As of February 25, 2018 

The following gifts were given to the: 
 
GENERAL MEMORIAL FUND 
 
In memory of Marie Bowers 

 Robert Bowers 

In memory of William Morrison 

 Garland and Martha Foreman 

 Herbert and Eleanor Grieb 

In memory of Jerry Sprankle 

 Edward Zeigler 

In memory of Jessica Vega   

 Frank and Doris Brouse 

 Ron and Lenora Douglas   

 Shirley Laynor 

 Glenn and DeDe Severn 
 

PASTOR GLENN and STELLA LUDWIG  
PRESCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
 
In honor of Tomy & Betsy Mangum 

 Betsy Mangum 
 

 

PARISH REGISTER MILLER’S GRANT NEW BIBLE STUDY  
 
The Gospel of Luke is the most thorough historical 
account of the birth, life, death, and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. But Luke’s Gospel is more than just 
history; it’s also a rich source of life-giving theology, 
revealing Jesus’ identity as Israel’s long-awaited 
Messiah and the Redeemer of the world. 
 

 
In this 12-week study, class participants will be led 
through Luke’s Gospel, helping them to see that Je-
sus is not simply a great teacher, but the great Sav-
ior.  Classes will meet each Thursday from 10:30 
a.m. to 12 noon in the Learning Center at MILLER’S 
GRANT, 9000 Fathers Legacy, Ellicott City, Maryland 
21042. 
 
To participate in this bible study, please contact Jim 
McDonald by April 10 at (jimmymac4747@aol.com) 
or 443-776-3433. 

Welcome to David and Julie Riddler, and their children Griffin (not pictured) and Alexander 
(Sasha), who were received into our faith community on February 25, 2018!  

The Riddler family moved to Ellicott City in 2010 for work and joined New Hope Lutheran in Co-
lumbia. Dave teaches Social Studies at Centennial High School and Julie works in Health IT for 
Johns Hopkins Health System. Griffin is a senior at the University of Maryland and will graduate in 
May with degrees in Economics and Government. Alexander (Sasha) is a first-year student at 
Howard Community College. Sasha was a member of LYO throughout High School and is a sum-
mer camp counselor at Mar-Lu-Ridge. 

Prior to moving to Maryland, the Riddlers lived and worked in Madison, Wisconsin, where they 
were members of St. Stephen's Lutheran and Norfolk, Massachusetts, where they were members 
of Emmanuel Lutheran. Julie and Dave both grew up in Wisconsin and met in graduate school at 
George Washington University. They graduated, married and moved to Russia for 5 years, before 
moving to Massachusetts in 2000. They are avid Badger and Packer fans, and enjoy sports, run-
ning, politics and volunteering in various capacities.   

Let’s make them feel welcome in our faith family! 

mailto:jimmymac4747@aol.com
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CONGREGATION COUNCIL UPDATE 

A Note of Thanks 

The congregation council met via video/teleconference on March 21, 2018.  In addition to receiving 
updates from various ministry committees, task forces, and teams, the council also: 

• Completed its monthly devotion from, Called by God to Serve, “Deciding Who Are the Minis-
ters.”  Note: The council will complete the current devotion book in May and begin a new de-
votion in June titled, The Invitational Christian. 

• Received into membership Doug & Shirleen Roth (to be received March 25 at Sunday wor-
ship service) and Geri Rude (to be received at the on May 28 at midweek worship).  

• Received an update from Pastor Mike regarding United Lutheran Seminary. 

• Reviewed our YTD financial report; currently showing a loss of $8,307.70.  General offerings 
also down $28,000 from this same period in 2017.  Your generosity is indeed needed and appreciated.  

• Took the following financial actions:  

 Approved spending more than 1/12 of the annual Altar Supplies budget ($437) to purchase a new (two-year) 
Paschal Candle (a budgeted expense). 

 Approved spending more than 1/12 of the Special Music budget ($2,100) to contract with five singers to partici-
pate on the choir, during worship on Sundays in Lent, Palm/Passion Sunday and Easter Sunday. 

 Reviewed the proposed Preschool Budget; moved it forward for a congregation vote at our semi-annual meet-
ing in May 2018. 

 Approved disbursing the respective budgeted amounts from the Social Ministry budget: $8,000 to Pangani 
Lutheran Children’s Center in Nairobi, Kenya; $3,000 to Breath of God Lutheran Church, Highlandtown; 
$1,000 to Community of St. Dysmas. 

 Approved request from the Endowment Committee to disburse $3,000 from this year’s distributable assets (not 
principal) to the Food for Thought Ministry at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, Rosedale. 

 Approved requests from the Memorial Committee to distribute $775 for Easter banners for the worship center 
(and stands), and $2,100 to purchase a new sofa and love seat for the parlor. 

 Approved a request to participate in our synod’s pre-assembly “noisy offering” on April 29, 2018. 

 Approved spending up to $80,000 for several deferred maintenance projects (next increment of parking lot 
paving, sidewalk repairs). Funds for these projects would come from the Capital Reserve Fund. 
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A Note of Thanks 



Vacation Bible School 2018  

 

WHERE?   First Evangelical Lutheran Church  

WHEN?    June 18-22, 2018  

WHAT TIME?  9am-12pm  

For more information, please contact:  

Lauren Gray, Director of Children and Youth Ministries  

lauren@firstlutheranec.org or 410-465-2977  
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The Women of First Lutheran will gather for our annual retreat on Saturday, April 21 at the Shrine of St. Anthony 
in Ellicott City from 8:00 am to 3:00 pm.  It is always a special day spent together with our Sisters-In-Christ to 
connect, laugh, learn, and grow in our relationships with Jesus and with one another.  This year's program is 
'Faith at the Edges: Surprising stories of New Testament women on the Margins' presented by Jennifer McNeel.  
God often works through those at the margins.  At the time the Bible was written, women were among those 
regularly marginalized by their culture.  The stories of women in the New Testament have a lot to teach us about 
what it means to follow Jesus. Join us at the retreat to learn about and discuss the following stories:  
 
1. Desperate times call for desperate measures (The hemorrhaging woman and Jairus' daughter) 
2. Giving all you have? (The poor widow's offering) 
3. On not casting the first stone (The woman caught in adultery) 
4. One in mission, one in call (Paul's female co-workers) 
 
The cost of the retreat is $55 per person which includes breakfast and lunch.  

 
REGISTRATION / PAYMENT DUE by Sunday, April 15 

at the WELCA table in the narthex on Sunday mornings March 25, April 8, and April 15 
 

Name 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Mailing Address 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
        
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
E-mail Address 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone Number 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Paid $55      Cash _______    Check _______ (Payable to WELCA First Lutheran) 
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First Lutheran Preschool 
3604 Chatham Rd  
Ellicott City, MD 21042 
410-465-5977 

APPLICATION FOR ENROLLMENT 
Summer Camp 2018! 

 
Child’s Name:  

 
 (First)                                                                                   (Middle)                                                          (Last) 

Date of Birth:                                              Name Child is Called:                                                Male         Female          
                            

Address: 
 

Apt #:                                   City:                                                                                          Zip Code: 
 

Home Phone #:                                               Mom’s Cell:                                               Dad’s Cell: 
 

Mother’s Name:                                                                                     E-mail: 
 

Mother’s Address:   (if different from child’s)                                                                      Work Phone #: 

 
Father’s Name:                                                                                       E-mail: 

 
Father’s Address:    (if different from child’s)                                                                                                      Work Phone #: 
 

Primary Language Spoken at Home: 

 
Emergency Contact:                                                                              Phone #: 
 

Please List Any Allergies or Special Circumstances: 
 

How Did You Hear About Our Program? 

                                                   Please circle the week(s) and add up your fees here: 

9:30 AM-
12 noon 

June 4-8 
(5 mornings) 

Blast Off! Space Camp–ages 3-5 
Blast off into Outer Space and explore the moon, sun and planets! 

 

$110 
($130 after 

May 1) 

 

9:30 AM-
12 noon 

June 11-15 
(5 mornings) 

Let’s Go to the Zoo—ages 3-5 
 Become a zookeeper and learn about zoo animals and their habitats! 

  

$110 
($130 after 

May 1) 
 

Total Payment for Summer Camp(s)  
 

 

Please submit this completed form to First Lutheran Preschool along with a check for the total payment.  All fees are non-
refundable, the only exception being if a class is cancelled due to low enrollment. 

Signature: __________________________________________________ Date: __________________________ 
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Grief Support Classes 
 at  

First Lutheran - Ellicott City, MD 
May 2018 - Tuesdays at 7 pm 

(Meetings held in the Library) 

 
   
“There is a light in the world, a healing spirit, more powerful than any darkness we may 
encounter.  We sometimes lose sight of this force, when there is so much suffering, too much 
pain.  Then suddenly, the Spirit will emerge through the lives of ordinary people who care and 
answer in extraordinary ways.” – Mother Theresa 
 

Losses come in different forms – the 
death of a loved one, divorce, leaving 
home, changing jobs, broken 
friendships, or life transitions.  Grief is a 
normal response to loss. This class 
offers insights and tools to understand 
and cope with grief and loss and 
facilitated by compassionate Stephen 
Ministers. It gives its participants permission to grieve in a supportive, healing 
environment as they open up to opportunities for change, growth and new insight.  
 

Grief Support Class will meet on May 1, 8, 15, 22, & 29, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. in the church 
Library. To register, please complete the form below. Forms can be mailed, e-mailed or 
faxed to the attention of Pastor Gigie Sijera-Grant (ggrant@firstlutheranec.org) at First 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 3604 Chatham Road, Ellicott City, MD 21042.    

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Registration Form 
Grief Support Class will meet on May 1, 8, 15, 22, & 29, 2018 at 7 pm in the church Library. 

 
Name(s): (please list names of all attending) 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Contact Phone#: ___________________________    Contact E-mail: ______________________ 
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Laurel Wacyk, Assistant Director of Music Phyllis Lott, Ministry Support Specialist II Lori Teitelbaum, Ministry Support Specialist

First Lutheran Church

ELLICOTT CITY, MD



FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN STAFF, COUNCIL & MINISTRY MEMBERS 

STAFF    

Senior Pastor Rev. Michael K. Louia 410-465-2977 x1 prmike@firstlutheranec.org 

Pastor Rev. Gigie Sijera-Grant 410-465-2977 x2 ggrant@firstlutheranec.org 

Director of Music Ministry Dr. Wayne L. Wold 410-465-2977 x4 Wayne@firstlutheranec.org 

Asst. Director of Music Laurel Wacyk 410-465-2977 x4 Laurel@firstlutheranec.org 

Director of Children & Youth Lauren Gray 410-465-2977 x3 Lauren@firstlutheranec.org 

Director of Preschool Jenny James 410-465-5977  flcpreschool@firstlutheranec.org 

Director of Communications Renee Kalu 410-465-5977 renee@firstlutheranec.org 

Ministry Support Specialist II Phyllis Lott 410-465-2977 x5 flcoffice@firstlutheranec.org 

Ministry Support Specialist  Lori Teitelbaum  410-465-2977 x7 lori@firstlutheranec.org 

    

                                                                        ORGANIZED FOR MISSION                          *CURRENT COUNCIL MEMBER 

President Diane Schwarzman* 410-480-9711 stevedoce@comcast.net 

Worship Ministry Jim Andersen* 410-531-6135 James.Andersen@nrc.gov 

 Tom Brzezinski* 410-442-5675 misterbrz@gmail.com 

Worship & Music (Altar Guild) Kim Kearns 410-750-8988 kskearns@verizon.net 

    

LEARNING MINISTRY Bill Harkins (Vice-President)* 410-781-4658 wmharkins@comcast.net 

 Bill Moser* 410-884-4414 bix1o3@yahoo.com 

       Women of the ELCA Diane Schwarzman 410-480-9711  stevedoce@comcast.net 

       Men’s Prayer Group Jay Zumbrun 443-745-0737 jayandlinda52@gmail.com 

       Children’s & Youth Ministry Lauren Gray 410-465-2977 Lauren@firstlutheranec.org 

    

OUTREACH MINISTRY Lynn Anderson* 443-562-9690 coffeele@comcast.net 

 Bella Yahuma* 410-465-2720 ryahuma@yahoo.com 

 Sally Seen (Preschool Liaison)* 410-465-9160 sallyseen@verizon.net  

        Social Ministry Terry Kay 410-750-9372 Terrence.kay@verizon.net 

        Meal Train Kim Bunch 410-465-8186 Kimbunch50@gmail.com 

        Prayer Shawls Ginny Fan 410-750-7237 fanfamily88@gmail.com 

        Baby Blankets Jenne Burnham 410-465-2319 - - -   

        Sewing Circle (Quilts) Deb Hardesty  410-530-9772 debsummercrest@gmail.com 

        Sewing Circle (Quilts) Karen Dewitt 410-750-9744  kydshop1@verizon.net 

    

SUPPORT MINISTRY Colleen Fowler* 410-750-2453 colleenkfowler@gmail.com 

 Genny Hardesty* 410-336-2426 HardestyGenny@gmail.com 

    

        Fellowship Steve Schwarzman 410-440-6624 sschwarzman@howardcountymd.gov 

        Personnel Genny Hardesty* 410-336-2426 HardestyGenny@gmail.com 

        Stephen Ministry Pastor Grant 410-465-2977 ggrant@firstlutheranec.org 

        Stewardship George Conklin 410-750-7208 conkgeo@gmail.com 

            

ADMINISTRATIVE MINISTRY Diane Schwarzman* 410-480-9711 stevedoce@comcast.net 

 Robert Sanders* 410-964-5181 rsanders42@verizon.net 

 Susan Garde (Secretary)* 410-549-1757 susangarde09@comcast.net 

 Michelle Miles (Treasurer)* 410-461-6853 treasurer@firstlutheranec.org 

 Wade Wray (Financial Secretary)*  finsec@firstlutheranec.org 

        Property Rich Funke 410-992-8015 rhfunke@aol.com 

        Finance Nick Myers 410-465-0793 Nicholasmyers@comcast.net 

        Endowment Frank Palulis  fwpalulis@comcast.net 

        Memorial Gifts Gail Hikel 410-461-6296 onthegogail@msn.com 

http://firstlutheranec.org/
https://www.facebook.com/FirstLuthEllicottCity/
https://twitter.com/FLCofficeEC


Keep up with the latest news from 
 First Lutheran 

 

To receive church announcements and our weekly  
E-letters, use the ‘connect’ button on our new App, 
or go to First Lutheran Church’s website at  

www.firstlutheranec.org 
and look for the button 

 
 
 
Then fill in your name & e-mail address. 

 
It’s that easy! 

ABOUT FIRST LUTHERAN 

 
First Lutheran’s After Hours  
Emergency Phone Number 
    (evenings & weekends only) 

 

If you have a medical emergency, 
or death in the family  

and need to speak to the pastor immediately 
call: 

 

410-465-6779 
 

For emergencies during office hours,  
please continue to call the church office at: 

 

410-465-2977 

Like, Follow, Connect With Us 

 

 

 

  

Stay connected on your 
mobile devices! 

 
Search and download  
“First Lutheran Ellicott City” 
on your mobile device’s App 
store. It’s FREE!  
 
Be sure to opt-in for push 
notifications, so that you 
don’t miss FELC updates. 
 
Connect, grow and share 
with us in all the amazing 
things God is doing here at 
First Evangelical Lutheran 
Church.  

INTERESTED IN JOINING FIRST LUTHERAN? 

When Jesus called his first disci-
ples, he simply invited them, 
“Come and see.” 
 
Following Jesus’ example, we in-
vite anyone who would like to be-
come a member of the congrega-

tion to contact one of the pastors for a one-on-one 
orientation.  New members are received on the 
fourth Sunday of every month.  
 
You are welcome to grow, and share in God’s grace 
with us! 

SIGN UP NOW 

 

Electronic Giving 

Did you know that even if you have to miss a ser-
vice, you don’t have to miss an 
opportunity to give?  There are 
several easy and convenient 
ways to consistently give. 
 

1. Website - Select the  “GIVE” tab  
2. Text “firstlutheranec” to 77977 from any mobile 

device* 
 
Establishing an on-line giving profile also allows you 
to make offerings to a variety of designations.  Offer-
ings can be made from a checking account, debit 
card or credit card over a safe, encrypted connec-
tion.  
 

Please be aware that Msg & Data rates may apply. For full Terms & Condi-

tions please visit https://pushpay.com/terms. For the Privacy Policy please visit 

https://pushpay.com/privacy. For help reply HELP or STOP to cancel.  

Pastors Mike and Gigie most recent Sunday ser-
mons can be also be listened to on the FELC App, 
Facebook page and  website.  We welcome you to 
“share” them with family & friends for listening and to 
encourage them to come and listen “in person.”  

mailto:www.firstlutheranec.org
https://www.facebook.com/FirstLuthEllicottCity/
https://twitter.com/FLCofficeEC
https://pushpay.com/terms
https://pushpay.com/privacy


Worship Area: a.m.
April 1

EASTER DAY
Readers 7:00

9:00 Lynn E. Anderson

11:00 Joanne Lang
Assisting 
Minister

7:00

9:00 Tom Brzezinski
11:00

Communion 
Assistant

7:00

9:00 Lynn E. Anderson

11:00 Wayne Hoffman

Acolytes 7:00
9:00

11:00 Kasie Baker

Samantha Baker

Greeters 7:00
9:00

11:00
Head Ushers 7:00

9:00 Dean Layman
11:00

Ushers 7:00 Carolyn Kulp
9:00 Tommy Witt

Leslie Layman
Robert Sanders

11:00 Ray Facto
Healing Prayers 7:00

9:00 Colleen Fowler
11:00 Lynn Anderson

Bread Pickup Friday

Coffee Hour 9:00
Music 7:00

9:00 Church Choir
11:00 Church Choir

Altar Guild 7:00
9:00

11:00

Worship Area: a.m. April 8 April 15 April 22 April 29
Readers 8:00 Mike Murphy Sue Sewell

10:30 Tom Brzezinski Suzanne Brinkley Lynn Ellen 
Anderson

Assisting Ministers 8:00 Alan Lovell Mike Murphy Alan Lovell
10:30 Genny Hardesty Sharon Kramer

Communion 
Assistants

8:00

10:30
Acolytes 8:00 Gracen Albright

10:30 Annabelle 
Gannon
Luke Gannon

Joel Omwa
Taylor Siemers

Jude Stephen
Annabelle Gannon

Taylor Siemers

Greeters 8:00 Mary Segerson
Irmgard Shifflett

Sue Sewell

10:30 Mitchell Beck
Head Ushers 8:00 Glenn Severn Terrence Kay Brooke 

Thielemann
10:30 Gregory Seen

Ushers 8:00 Jan Murphy
James Murphy
Linda Kay

10:30 Wayne Hoffman
Robert Sanders

Healing Prayers 8:00 Cheryl Mason Susan Garde Sue Sewell Nancy Goldstein
10:30 Jan Ulrich Jay Zumbrun Michele Psoras

Bread Pickup Friday DeDe Severn
Coffee Hour 8:00 WELCA Council Fred Rd Cleanup Jubilate Bell Choir

Music 8:00
10:30

Altar Guild 8:00
10:30

To volunteer for worship services, sign-up directly at (http://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0c4aaba92aa46-worship), e-mail 

(FLCoffice@firstlutheranec.org) or call the church office at 410-465-2977 with your date(s) of choice. 

Thank you for serving God’s church and His disciples in worship! 

APRIL 2018 WORSHIP ASSISTANTS SCHEDULE

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0c4aaba92aa46-worship
mailto:FLCoffice@firstlutheranec.org


First Lutheran Calendar of Events, Meetings and Activities as of 3/22/2018.

For changes/updates and/or details go to: (https://calendar.churchart.com/calendar/73897365/month/2018-04-01) 

APRIL 2018 FIRST ONLINE CALENDAR
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
Easter Sunday 

7:00 AM Worship  

9:00 AM Worship  

11:00 AM Worship  

1:30 PM Church of Heavenly Joy  

3:30 PM Brownie Troop 1018  

2 
FELC office closed  

7:00 PM Troop 318 

Committee  

3 
10:00 AM Staff 

Meeting  

1:00 PM Small Group 

Bible Study  

6:30 PM Facility Task 

Force Meeting  

6:45 PM Columbia Pro 

Cantare Rehearsal  

7:00 PM DBSA / 

Depression&Bipolar 

Support  

7:15 PM Boy Scout 

Troop 318  

4 
6:30 PM Worship 

Fellowship  

7:00 PM Worship 

Service  

8:00 PM AA  

5 
10:30 AM Bible Study 

at Miller's Grant  

2:30 PM Preschool 

Chapel  

7:00 PM Al Anon/AA  

7:00 PM Preschool 

Board  

6 
3:00 PM Girl Scout Troop 

157  

7 
5:00 PM AA Business Mtg  

5:00 PM Beloved 

Community Fellowship  

5:30 PM Beloved 

Community Worship  

8 
Messenger Articles Due  

8:00 AM Worship  

9:00 AM Refreshments  

9:15 AM Faith Finders/Education Hour  

9:15 AM Growingup in Faith Together 

(G.I.F.T.)  

9:15 AM Living in God's Story  

10:30 AM Worship  

1:30 PM Church of Heavenly Joy  

3:30 PM Brownie Troop 1018  

6:00 PM DE-MD Synod LYO Music 

Team  

9 
10:00 AM Prayer 

Shawl  

1:00 PM Small Group 

Book Club  

1:00 PM WELCA 

Board meeting  

7:00 PM Property  

7:00 PM Stephen Min. 

Supervision  

7:30 PM Jubilate  

10 
10:00 AM Martha 

Circle  

10:00 AM Staff 

Meeting  

1:00 PM Small Group 

Bible Study  

1:00 PM Stewardship 

Meeting  

6:30 PM AAUW 

Howard County  

7:15 PM Boy Scout 

Troop 318  

11 
9:45 AM Preschool 

Chapel  

10:30 AM Nursing 

Home Visit  

6:30 PM Worship 

Fellowship  

7:00 PM Finance  

7:00 PM Social Ministry 

Mtg  

7:00 PM Worship 

Service  

8:00 PM AA  

12 
9:45 AM Preschool 

Chapel  

10:30 AM Bible Study 

at Miller's Grant  

2:30 PM Preschool 

Chapel  

6:30 PM Executive 

Committee  

7:00 PM Al Anon/AA  

7:30 PM Choir 

Rehearsal  

13 
Transformers  

3:00 PM Girl Scout Troop 

670  

7:00 PM FAITH & FILM 

SERIES  

14 
Transformers  

9:00 AM DAR  

15 
Transformers  

8:00 AM Worship  

9:00 AM Refreshments  

9:15 AM Faith Finders/Education Hour  

9:15 AM Growingup in Faith Together 

(G.I.F.T.)  

9:15 AM Living in God's Story  

10:30 AM Worship with Baptism  

1:30 PM Church of Heavenly Joy  

3:30 PM Brownie Troop 1018  

16 
9:30 AM Sewing Circle  

11:30 AM GrassRoots 

DRC - WELCA meal 

prep  

7:30 PM Jubilate  

17 
9:00 AM Rug Hookers  

10:00 AM Dorcas 

Circle  

10:00 AM Staff 

Meeting  

1:00 PM Small Group 

Bible Study  

7:00 PM DBSA / 

Depression&Bipolar 

Support  

7:15 PM Boy Scout 

Troop 318  

18 
9:45 AM Preschool 

Chapel  

6:30 PM Worship 

Fellowship  

7:00 PM Congregation 

Council  

7:00 PM Worship 

Service  

8:00 PM AA  

19 
10:30 AM Bible Study 

at Miller's Grant  

1:00 PM Rebecca 

Circle  

2:30 PM Preschool 

Chapel  

7:00 PM Al Anon/AA  

7:30 PM Choir 

Rehearsal  

20 
Council/LEAD/Ministry/Staff 

Retreat  

7:30 AM Men's Fellowship 

Breakfast  

3:00 PM Girl Scout Troop 

157  

21 
Council/LEAD/Ministry/Staff 

Retreat  

8:00 AM WELCA Women's 

Retreat  
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First Lutheran Calendar of Events, Meetings and Activities as of 3/22/2018. 

For changes/updates and/or details go to: (https://calendar.churchart.com/calendar/73897365/month/2018-04-01) 

APRIL 2018 FIRST ONLINE CALENDAR
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

22 
Earth Day 

New Members Received  

Payne Scholarship application due  

8:00 AM Worship  

9:00 AM Refreshments  

9:15 AM Faith Finders/Education Hour  

9:15 AM Growingup in Faith Together 

(G.I.F.T.)  

9:15 AM Living in God's Story  

10:30 AM Worship  

1:30 PM Church of Heavenly Joy  

3:30 PM Brownie Troop 1018  

5:00 PM Youth Group  

23 
7:30 PM Jubilate  

24 
10:00 AM Staff Meeting  

1:00 PM Small Group 

Bible Study  

7:15 PM Boy Scout 

Troop 318  

25 
Administrative 

Professionals Day 

9:45 AM Preschool 

Chapel  

6:30 PM Worship 

Fellowship  

7:00 PM Worship 

Service  

8:00 PM AA  

26 
10:30 AM Bible Study at 

Miller's Grant  

2:30 PM Preschool 

Chapel  

7:00 PM Al Anon/AA  

7:30 PM Choir 

Rehearsal  

27 
Preschool Fun Run  

3:00 PM Girl Scout 

Troop 670  

28 

29 
Youth Sunday  

8:00 AM Worship with Noisy Offering  

9:00 AM Refreshments  

9:15 AM Faith Finders/Education Hour  

9:15 AM Growingup in Faith Together 

(G.I.F.T.)  

9:15 AM Living in God's Story  

10:30 AM Worship With Noisy Offering 

and Baptisim  

11:30 AM Baptism Reception (tentative)  

1:30 PM Church of Heavenly Joy  

3:30 PM Brownie Troop 1018  

30 
7:30 PM Jubilate  

1 
10:00 AM Staff Meeting  

1:00 PM Small Group 

Bible Study  

7:00 PM DBSA / 

Depression&Bipolar 

Support  

7:00 PM Grief Support 

Class  

7:15 PM Boy Scout 

Troop 318  

2 
9:45 AM Preschool 

Chapel  

6:30 PM Worship 

Fellowship  

7:00 PM Worship 

Service  

8:00 PM AA  

3 
9:45 AM Preschool 

Chapel  

10:30 AM Bible Study at 

Miller's Grant  

2:30 PM Preschool 

Chapel  

7:00 PM Al Anon/AA  

7:00 PM Preschool 

Board  

7:30 PM Choir 

Rehearsal  

4 
3:00 PM Girl Scout 

Troop 157  

5 
9:00 AM Frederick Road 

Cleanup  
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